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A happy heart goes all the way

Independent Preparatory School for Boys and Girls age 2½ -11 years

“The quality of the pupils’ achievement

 and learning is excellent.”
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“Teaching is well planned to meet individual needs, and 

provides pupils with many opportunities to reason independently 

and engage in investigation and research”

“Throughout the school and across the curriculum, pupils 

are regularly given opportunities to undertake practical and 

investigative activities.”
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Independent Preparatory School for Boys and Girls age 2½ -11 years

Publication of the Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) Inspection Report: March 2014

Following the whole school inspection by the Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) during the week of Monday 

10th February, I have great pleasure in informing you that we have received the final report enclosed.

In summary, the school is graded on a scale of 1 to 4 in various aspects of provision which is explained below. The 
Early Years Foundation Stage, although inspected at the same time as the whole school, is documented separately as 

Section 6 of the final report and is graded under a different format as show below.

Early Years Whole School
1 Outstanding 1 Excellent
2 Good 2 Good
3 Satisfactory 3 Satisfactory 
4 Inadequate 4 Unsatisfactory

The grading was as follows:

Aspect: Grade:

1. Pupils’ Achievement

Teaching Excellent 
Curriculum Excellent
Progress and attainment Excellent

2. Personal Development

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Excellent 
Pastoral Care Excellent
Health, Welfare and Safety Good

3. Leadership

Governance Good
Leadership and Management Good
Links with Parents Excellent

4. Early Years Outstanding

The BBC recently reported that the standard of care in Early Years’ settings across the country was in decline and that 
33% were less than satisfactory and only 7% nationally were ‘outstanding’. This places our inspection ‘outstanding’ 
results into context nationally.

Section 1 of the report summarises the Characteristics of the School and has celebrated the school’s ethos of 
building a learning environment where ‘pupils learn best when they are happy and fulfilled, when their individualism is 
recognised and supported, and when they are enabled to develop at their own unique rate.’ 

The introduction of Building Learning Power (BLP) has had a very positive impact and effect on the teaching and 
learning at Longacre and has contributed significantly to the wonderful learning taking place. This was celebrated 
throughout the report; particularly in the way children are encouraged to reason and investigate, developing 
independent thinking, which is a strength of their learning. 

I am sure you’ll agree that the findings in the Inspection report very much encapsulates all the commitment, 
dedication and passion each and every member of staff at Longacre provides to ensure our children are happy, safe, 

motivated and achieve their full potential; regardless of how high their own bar is set!

Yours sincerely,

Alexia Bracewell MA
Headmistress
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“Pupils’ capacity for reasoning and independent thought is a 

strength of their learning. Their mathematical skills are very 

well developed and applied particularly well to investigations 

and problems”
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“Pupils of all abilities enjoy participation in 

competitive sporting fixtures”

 “…the school encourages pupils to discover their 

aptitudes and interest.” 

“Throughout the school, lessons are characterised by excellent 

teacher knowledge, high expectations that motivate and 

challenge, and detailed planning that adapts teaching to 

respond to the needs of all pupils”

19700 Longacre ISI Report.indd   26 28/03/2014   12:35



Page 27 ISI
Independent Schools Inspectorate

2014

Independent Preparatory School for Boys and Girls age 2½ -11 years

“It instils an understanding of learning and supports 

them in developing at their own rates, encouraging family 

involvement in each pupil’s education.”

“A focus on developing effective learning skills has resulted 

in significant improvements to the curriculum and the 

quality of teaching.”

“The leadership and management teams have a clear sense of 

direction for the school and communicate this very effectively to a 

committed team of teaching and non-teaching staff.”

“Pupils’ educational experience is enhanced by 

comprehensive provision for art, music and sport.”

“The introduction of the scheme to enhance learning power 

has a significant impact on curricular provision.”

“A wide range of extra-curricular activities is offered at 

lunchtime and after school.”

“Across the school, teachers plan well-structured, exciting lessons 

that challenge the more able pupils”

“..good humour and informal teaching styles, whilst 

retaining respectful relationships, keep pupils fully engaged.”

“Committed and enthusiastic staff show an excellent 

understanding of how young children learn and develop.”

“The school maintains excellent relationships with parents, in 

accordance with its aims to encourage involvement by the family 

in each pupil’s education”
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“Pupils’ personal development is excellent”

“The quality of the curricular and extra- curricular 

provision is excellent”

“The contribution of teaching is excellent”

“The spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils 

is excellent.”

“The contribution of arrangements for pastoral care is excellent”

“The overall quality and standards of the (EYFS) provision are 

outstanding”

Independent Preparatory School for Boys and Girls age 2½ -11 years

““The (Early Years) setting has an outstanding partnership with parents, 

who are overwhelmingly supportive of the school and say that there is 

strong encouragement to be involved in their children’s learning.”

“…the school prepares them very well for their next schools 

because particular attention is paid to transition points in their 

education so that they feel confident in managing change.”

“Communication amongst staff at all levels is very effective and a 

strength of the school. A well organised meeting structure and informal 

liaison allow staff to evaluate and discuss their practice regularly as 

well as to monitor the progress and welfare of their pupils”

“The school offers parents excellent opportunities to be involved 

and informed about school life. Parents also value the daily 

contact with members of the leadership at pick up and drop off 

times.”
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